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“Man will not fly for 50 years”
Wilbur Wright 1901



The horse is here to stay but 
the automobile is only a novelty 
– a fad” 
President of Michigan Bank 1927 - to Henry Ford’s Lawyer



“Women’s bodies are not designed to go at 50 miles an 
hour. Their uteruses will fly out of  their bodies when 
accelerated to that speed.”





“Who the hell 
wants to hear 
actors talk?”
Harry Warner (Warner Bros) 1927
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Prediction Reality

2002: 16% growth per year By 2004: 100% growth
2004: 14% growth per year By 2006: 100% growth
2006: 12% growth By end of year: 100% growth
2008: 10% growth By end of year: 100% growth
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Option 1: 
Mass unemployment and civil unrest
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Option 2: 
From Muscle to 

Meaning
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Option 2: 
From Muscle to 

Meaning
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“Automation applied 
to an inefficient 

operation will magnify 
the inefficiency.”
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Artificial stupidity
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“Automation applied 
to an efficient 

operation will magnify 
the efficiency.”
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Technology = Answer 

Technology is a Question



< 0

0 – 45
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By 2030 Transport as a Service (TaaS):

will be 4x cheaper per mile than buying a new car
The average American family saving 

$5,600 per year
in transportation costs 
(=10% wage increase)

.



By 2030 Transport as a Service (TaaS):

Keeping an additional 

$1 trillion per year 
in Americans pockets 

(potentially generating the largest infusion of consumer spending in history).

.



By 2030 Transport as a Service (TaaS):

70% 
fewer passenger cars and trucks will be manufactured each year. 

Total disruption of the car value chain, 
car dealers, maintenance, insurance companies suffering almost complete 

destruction. 

.





By 2030 Transport as a Service (TaaS):

Oil demand will drop by

30 million barrels a day. 
Shale oil, Keystone XL and Dakota Access become stranded assets

. 

.
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Half a million 
solar panels 
installed 
every day 
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Dubai: solar at 2.3c per kwh
(Typical UK gas tariff:  6.5c per kwh)



“The Enernet”





Open Utility
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E  A R  T H
C H A  L  L E N G E





“Within 20 years, we 
will be an economy 
or state that doesn’t 
depend mainly on 
oil.” 

- Deputy Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman



“Maybe it’s not all 
about family?”



“The stone age did 
not end for the lack 
of stone.” 

- Sheikh Ahmed Zaki Yamani
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9%

18%
24%



@optimistontour@wearewdtd @the_futurenauts@atlasfuture



@optimistontour@wearewdtd @the_futurenauts@atlasfuture



@optimistontour@wearewdtd @the_futurenauts@atlasfuture

Russia’s exports

Hydrocarbons

Everything else
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= ledger

Financial transactions • Smart contracts • Votes • Regulation • Tax



Trusted Third Parties



Trusted Third Parties
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Burke Laboratories





3D Photonics
3D Scaffolds and biometics
3D Microfluidics
3D Mechanical microstructures
2.5D Micro-optics
Nano-casts







Spritam levetiracetam
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Translation
ALL BETS ARE OFF
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Past performance is not 
an indicator of future 

outcomes
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“Increasingly, there 
are only two kinds of 
companies: brave 
and dead.” 



From economies of scale….

…to economies of distribution
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“There will be whole 
nations that end up 
on the scrap heap 
because they don’t 
understand this stuff”
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“Nearly every social 
and technical and 
business infrastructure 
we have can’t survive” 



Half of the your clients 
won’t be in business 

in 10 years



Half of the your investments 
won’t exist
in 10 years



Half of you
won’t be in business 

in 10 years
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Write out 100 times…

We want innovation, no honestly we do….
We want innovation, no honestly we do….
We want innovation, no honestly we do….
We want innovation, no honestly we do….
We want innovation, no honestly we do….
We want innovation, no honestly we do….
We want innovation, no honestly we do….
We want innovation, no honestly we do….
We want innovation, no honestly we do….
We want innovation, no honestly we do….



“Culture eats 
strategy for 
breakfast”





“It is difficult to get a 
man to understand 

something, when his 
salary depends upon 

his not understanding it”
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Technology Entertainment Everyone else
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Innovation is the culture 
of asking the right 

questions



@optimistontour@wearewdtd @the_futurenauts@atlasfuture

KERASTASE 
HAIR COACH



@optimistontour@wearewdtd @the_futurenauts@atlasfuture



@optimistontour@wearewdtd @the_futurenauts@atlasfuture



Everything is 
broken



Democracy
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Full Democracies

Flawed Democracies

Hybrid Regimes

Authoritarian Regimes

4.5%
% world population living under different types of regime 

32.7%

18%

44.8%
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6 billion of us 
(79%) live in a 
country “with a 

serious corruption 
problem”. 



A total collapse in trust in the institutions 
that shape society.

Attitudes to institutions no longer defined 
by left and right, but around those who 
have “faith in the system” (the well off) 

and those who don’t (the rest of us)
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Democracy (as practised) 
is very bad 

at democratising things
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It is not democracy
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Media
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Echo chamber of sexist, racist, homophobic, phone-
hacking protectors of the establishment status quo

Echo chamber of 
establishment lefty

nerds and
catastrophistsAc

co
un

ta
nt

s

A FREE PRESS?



Trust in media plunges 
to all time lows



Wealth



3 degrees
Saves lives daily
Salary: £30,000



Ex CEO, HBOS
“Colossal failure”Salary: £2,000,000

Ex CEO, HBOS
“Colossal failure”



1% own 50%



Environment





“The environment is 
starting to send back 
invoices”





?



$7.3 trillion/ year

(or 13% of global 
economic output)



⅓ profits would be 
lost if firms had to 
pay for use/ loss 

and damage
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Currently valued at 
$22 trillion
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Currently valued at 
$22 trillion

Actually worth: 0
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“Most fossil fuel 
reserves can’t be 
burned” 
– Mark Carney Governor, Bank of England
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“The economy is a 
wholly owned 
subsidiary of the 
environment ”



Translation
Any investment that doesn’t consider 
the environment isn’t an investment. It 

is a cost on the future. 



…also know as: stealing from your 
children



“If your advice prioritises the wealth 
of your client over the livability of 

the world in which they can spend 
it you are a very, very bad advisor.”



Work
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“13% of employees 
across 142 countries 
worldwide are engaged 
in their jobs. 

Actively disengaged 
workers outnumber 
engaged employees at 
a rate of nearly 2-1”



“Yes, the planet got 
destroyed. But for a 
beautiful moment in 
time we created a lot 
of  value for 
shareholders”
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Education



@optimistontour@wearewdtd @the_futurenauts@atlasfuture



@optimistontour@wearewdtd @the_futurenauts@atlasfuture

“After one look at this 
planet any visitor from 
outer space would say 'I 
want to see the 
manager’.”



“Reality is that 
which, when you 
stop believing in 

it, doesn’t go 
away.”



@optimistontour@wearewdtd @the_futurenauts@atlasfuture



@optimistontour@wearewdtd @the_futurenauts@atlasfuture



@optimistontour@wearewdtd @the_futurenauts@atlasfuture



@optimistontour@wearewdtd @the_futurenauts@atlasfuture

Translation?
Invest in companies that 

understand the reality and are 
doing something about it



High Sustainability companies significantly 
outperform their counterparts over the 

long-term, both in terms of stock market as 
well as accounting performance.
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To prosper over time, every company must 
not only deliver financial performance, but 

also show how it makes a positive 
contribution to society.
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Companies that aim to maximise good 
citizenship over short-term profits will 

prosper
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Taking the future 
seriously will cost some 

people their jobs

Not taking the future 
seriously will cost 
everyone their jobs
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Brave

Dead



“If you want to subvert 
the status quo you 
need to have more fun 
than they are and let 
them know while you’re 
doing it”
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“A great wind is 
blowing and that 
gives you either 
imagination or a 
headache.”
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“Every single 
social and global 

issue of our day is 
a business 

opportunity in 
disguise.”
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World you 
inherited
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@optimistontour


